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25 Years of External Funding at 

Wright State University 

To celebrate Wright State 
University's 25th Anniversary, the 
RSP staffhas prepared this newsbrief 
to highlight the growth in external 
funding and to compare Wright State 
to a number of other universities. 
Growth in External Funding 
As the chart illustrates, Wright 
State's volume ofexternal funding has 
continued to grow over the years. 
• Total external dollars have in­
creased from about $300,000 in FY68 
to almost $12M in FY89. 
• During this same period, exter­
nal dollars for research have risen 
from $200,000 to more than $7M. 
almost half comes from industry and 
only one-third from the State. 
During the last two bienniums, 
faculty and staff received state funds 
for seed grants through the Ohio 
Board ofRegents' Research Challenge 
Programs. The preliminary data gen­
erated from these seed grant projects 
hasresultedinmorethan lOOexternal 
awards totalling more than $16M over 
a four year period. With an initial in­
vestment of $2M, this equates to an 
$8 return on each state dollar. 
Comparisons with Other Universities 
The Carnegie Foundation's classi­
fication of institutions of higher edu­
cation lists Wright State as a Compre­
hensive I Institution. 
When comparing the NSF data on 
the average 1983-85 federal research 
dollars generated by Wright State in 
the fields of science and engineering 
against those generated by other lead­
ing institutions selected by the No­
vember, 1987U.S. News and World 
Report, Wright State would rank: 
• third among the top 34 Compre­
hensive I Institutions, 
• 21st among the 59 Doctoral 
Granting II Institutions (the category 
directly above Comprehensive I in the 
Carnegie Classification), 
• 21st among the 51 Doctoral 
Granting I Institutions. 
Wright State is on the Depart­
ment of Defense's list of 131 nonprofit 
organizations receiving contracts to­
talling more than $1M. Of the 427 
Comprehensive I Institutions, only 
five made this list. 
Finally, data obtained from the 
Ohio Board of Regents for FY84-87 
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